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We, the people of African descent in Colombia, are the main victims of the internal armed conflict. As
historic and current victims, we have the sufficient political, ethical and moral authority to say that war
is not the way. We have not received reparations for the historical damages of violent submission to
enslavement nor the current damages of the war. For this reason, mentioning victims, especially Afro-
Colombian victims, should be done with an eye to the past and present. The current sufferings of our
people, namely racism, racial discrimination, marginalization and exclusion, are closely linked to past
suffering: slavery. There is nothing more violent than this situation.

In order to defend our culture of peace, the black, Afro-Colombian, palenquero, and raizal people of
Colombia will not vote for war. We strengthen our historic commitment to achieve enduring peace and
social justice for all.

We do not want the tragedy or the violence that was planted in our land to reeemerge; violence, which
has left thousands of Afro-Colombian men and women murdered, displaced, despaired, widowed,
orphaned, or used as war booty.

Our call to support and promote peace calls on various popular forces to strengthen the constitution of
the FRENTE AMPLIO POR LA PAZ DE COLOMBIA, so that we can rethink this country without bloodshed.
For this reason, we laud and join the progressive social sectors, political parties and others, that knowing
the implications of what is at stake, have stepped forward to support a negotiated solution to the
conflict. By doing so, together we further the State's commitment to provide victims with reparations,
and restitution, the guarantee of rights and the implementation of distributive actions to overcome
definitely the barriers that undermine our people’s welfare and future.

We support and will vote for the reelection of President Santos. We have hope in the search for peace
and social justice, and the recognition of our people as historic victims of slavery and colonialism and
as the largest victims of the economic, social and political internal armed conflict in the country.

We will vote for Juan Manuel Santos to give him a second chance to build a government that culminates
the negotiations with the insurgency and that sows the pillars of peace within society. We will vote for
him to advance economic and social policies that benefit the Colombian people, policies that will end
misery, hunger, and unemployment, policies that will resolve the situation for the rural and urban poor,
but above all, policies that meet the pending legislative developments in the large agenda of rights of
the black, raizal and palenquero people. Only a series of LARGE political concessions to the Colombian
people on economic and social reforms can produce true peace and reconciliation.

Colombia has never had a true peaceful and democratic revolution in its history. It is for the democrats,
the social movements, the majority groups, the country and the ethnic groups to bring home the idea of



a modern democratic State as a peaceful alternative to the State with authoritarian tendencies against

minorities.
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