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Girls at migrant shelter in Tenosique, Mexico. 
Photo by Víctor M. Espinosa. CC BY-NC-ND.



  2    |   WOLA ANNUAL REPORT  2014

Recently reunited Afro-Colombian Mother  
and Child, Darién Province, Panama 
Photo by Gimena Sánchez, WOLA

Peaceful protestors and parents of missing students 
demand justice for the 43 students that were taken by 
police in Ayotzinapa, Mexico in September 2014.

WOLA
COMMITTED.
COURAGEOUS.
CONNECTED.
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DEAR FRIENDS, 

Right now is a particularly exciting time to be in this line of work as U.S. policies towards 
Latin America take dramatic new turns. WOLA’s impact in Washington and throughout 
the region has never been greater. 

As President Obama prepared to normalize relations with Cuba, WOLA was there to 
help craft answers to the thorniest questions of policy and politics. As Vice President 
Biden called for massive investment in Central America to stem the tide of migrant 
children attempting to enter the United States, WOLA kept stakeholders focused on 
the underlying issues of violence and lack of opportunity that cause children to flee their 
homes. As the Colombian combatants take ever more promising steps towards ending 
the hemisphere’s longest civil war, WOLA has helped the international community 
engage in the peace process in meaningful ways. 

In 2014, WOLA celebrated our 40th anniversary. Since our founding, WOLA has helped 
define human rights in Latin America for generations of lawmakers and opinion leaders. 
From its earliest days, at a time of widespread crises across the hemisphere—through 
today, when the issues are more subtle but just as urgent—WOLA has shaped the debate 
on the meaning of human rights throughout the hemisphere.

The nature of human rights is changing and the guns have not fallen silent. Instead of 
armies, violence is perpetrated by drug cartels, human traffickers, and gangs. Weak 
institutions allow them to terrorize immigrants, journalists, union leaders, and the 
general public. WOLA is working with brave organizations and activists throughout the 
hemisphere to tackle these problems, putting a new face on human rights and defining 
the issues for a new generation.

Over the years, the issues have changed, and WOLA has changed with them. However, 
our commitment to working with partners to advance social justice, human rights, and 
respect for the rule of law never changes.

On this anniversary year, we embarked on exciting new programmatic initiatives, and 
we are glad you are with us at this important moment. WOLA could not have remained 
a high-impact operation for 40 years without the commitment and generosity of our 
community of supporters. Thank you.

Steven Bennett
Chair, Board of Directors
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WHO 
WE ARE

WOLA IS A LEADING 
RESEARCH & ADVOCACY 
ORGANIZATION  
ADVANCING HUMAN  
RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS. 

Afro-Colombian children pose for a 
photo during a WOLA research trip 
to Chocó, Colombia in March 2014.
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WHAT  
WE DO  

WE ENVISION A FUTURE WHERE PUBLIC POLICIES IN THE 
AMERICAS PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS AND RECOGNIZE HUMAN 
DIGNITY, AND WHERE JUSTICE OVERCOMES VIOLENCE. 

WOLA tackles problems that transcend borders and that require both domestic 
and international solutions. Through strategic collaborations, we partner 
with courageous people working on social change—advocacy organizations, 
academics, religious leaders, artists, entrepreneurs, and government officials—
and together, we advocate for more just societies in the Americas.

RESEARCH. 
EDUCATE. 
ADVOCATE.

WOLA Executive Director Joy Olson speaks at a 
migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico. The shelter 
provides food and housing to migrants who have 
been deported or are on their way north.
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OUR 
IMPACT ADVOCATING 

FOR UNACCOMPANIED MIGRANT CHILDREN
Summer 2014 saw a dramatic increase at the U.S. border in the 
number of unaccompanied Central American children fleeing 
the violence of their home countries. Senior Associate Adriana 
Beltrán pulled together WOLA’s experts on a range of topics—
migration, border security, and Central America—to coordinate 
a rapid response campaign focusing on the root causes of this 
phenomenon. Security expert Adam Isacson conducted original 
research at the South Texas facilities where the children were 
detained. Adriana Beltrán testified before Congress about 
violence in Central America. WOLA led a civil society coalition 
to produce one of the first sets of recommendations for ways 
Congress should protect the rights of migrant children.

Senior Associate Adam  
Isacson visits the Border Patrol 
headquarters in McAllen, Texas, 
where thousands of migrant 
children were detained in 2014.
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INFORMING 
EFFECTIVE DRUG REGULATIONS

Leading up to President Obama’s announcement 
that the United States would begin normalizing 
relations with Cuba, WOLA led a coalition of 
organizations working to change U.S. policy. In 
2014, Senior Associate Marc Hanson and other 
WOLA team members provided regular behind-
the-scenes briefings to civil society, supporters, 
and the administration, and Program Director 
Geoff Thale testified before Congress. WOLA 
shared in-depth analyses with the media, 
including supplying background information for 
a comedic sketch on HBO’s Last Week Tonight 
with John Oliver. When the news broke on 
December 17, Program Officer Ana Sorrentino 
and Geoff Thale were on the ground in Cuba 
and were able to report on the historic moment 
from Havana itself.

CHANGING  
U.S. POLICY TOWARD CUBA

WOLA’s decades of research and advocacy on 
human rights and drug policy have contributed 
to a growing international effort to rethink 
the “war on drugs.” Having supported a new 
generation of reformers across the Americas, 
Senior Associate John Walsh has been pivotal 
in helping them share ideas about reforms for 
removing cannabis markets from the hands of 
criminals. Senior Fellow Coletta Youngers has 
also galvanized national and regional reforms 
centered on human rights and public health. 
WOLA is helping set the stage for a paradigm 
shift in the way the world thinks about and 
addresses the problems associated with drugs.

WOLA Program Director Geoff Thale testifies at a 
Congressional Hearing on Cuba.

An inmate at Costa Rica’s Buen Pastor Prison reaches 
outside her cell. Over 60 percent of Costa Rica’s female 
prison population is incarcerated for drug-related crimes.
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PROVIDING 
INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS  
OF VENEZUELA’S  
POLARIZED POLITICS
When violence erupted among opposition 
protesters in Venezuela in early 2014, WOLA
Senior Associate David Smilde was on the 
ground in Caracas. The international media 
soon recognized him as one of the few 
sources of credible and balanced analysis, 
and cited him extensively as events unfolded. 
WOLA’s up-to-the-minute analysis has 
continued since then to influence coverage 
in key media outlets such as The New York 
Times and The Washington Post.

ENDING 
DANGEROUS DEPORTATIONS
WOLA’s on-the-ground research has revealed 
that several deportation practices put migrants 
in unnecessary danger. For instance, deporting 
migrants to Mexico—often to some of the 
most violent cities in the region—during 
the nighttime hours when they are more 
vulnerable to crime and violence at the hands 
of drug cartels and gangs. Senior Associates 
Maureen Meyer and Adam Isacson’s 2012 
investigative report, Beyond the Border 
Buildup, informed U.S. officials about these 
dangerous practices and provided guidelines 
on precautionary measures to keep migrants 
safe. As a result, the U.S. Border Patrol agreed 
in 2014 to restrict these deportations primarily 
to daylight hours. If fully implemented, this 
change could save lives.

Two migrant women prepare to cross the  
U.S.-Mexico border in Nogales, Sonora.

Senior Fellow David Smilde discusses protests  
in Venezuela at a WOLA event.
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OUR 
IMPACTPROMOTING 

PEACE & SUPPORTING VICTIMS IN COLOMBIA
In 2014, peace negotiations between Colombia’s warring parties 
made significant progress toward ending the longest armed 
conflict in the hemisphere. WOLA Senior Associates Gimena 
Sánchez-Garzoli and Adam Isacson provided analysis and 
recommendations to high-level actors involved in the peace 
talks. Lasting peace hinges on the inclusion of marginalized 
Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities that have been 
hit hardest by the conflict. To that end, WOLA held a series of 
events—including with Grammy award-winning artist Carlos 
Vives—to ensure that these groups are taken into account 
in the negotiations and that the U.S. plays a constructive role 
during both the process and post-conflict phase.

WOLA Senior Associates Adam 
Isacson and Gimena Sánchez-
Garzoli meet with Afro-Colombian 
leaders in Chocó, Colombia.
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FOUNDATIONS 
$1,353,820 

60%

INDIVIDUALS 
$625,524

28% 

OTHER 
$219,170 

10% 

PROGRAMS 
$2,678,172 

88%

ADMIN
$140,000

5%FUNDRAISING
$223,891

7%

EXPENSES

2014 BUDGET 
$3,042,063

FOUNDATIONS 
$1,748,128

55%

INDIVIDUALS 
$834,185

26% 

OTHER 
$560,586 

17% 

“WOLA DONORS GET MORE BANG FOR THEIR BUCK 
THAN ALMOST ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION I’VE BEEN 

ASSOCIATED WITH IN MY TIME IN CONGRESS.”
CONGRESSMAN GEORGE MILLER

SMART. 
STRATEGIC. 
STRONG.

RELIGIOUS 
$61,285 

2%

INCOME
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VISIONARIES’ CIRCLE 
$50,000+
Anonymous
The Atlantic Philanthropies
Central America & Mexico
   Migration Alliance 
The Christopher Reynolds  
   Foundation, Inc.
Development Bank of    
   Latin America
The Ford Foundation
Good Ventures
The John D. & Catherine T. 
   MacArthur Foundation
Open Society Foundations
Royal Norwegian Ministry  
   of Foreign Affairs
Seattle International  
   Foundation

CHAMPIONS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000-49,999
Anonymous 
Church World Service
The David Bohnett  
   Foundation
The Libra Foundation
Lippincott Foundation
The Moriah Fund
The Swiss Federal  
   Department of  
   Foreign Affairs
Wachs Family Fund

LEADERS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000-24,999
ACDI/VOCA
Anonymous 
The Atlantic Philanthropies 
   Director/Employee  
   Designated Gift Fund
Marc & Leonor Blum
International Institute  
   of Education
John Maher
Sisters of Providence of 
   Mother Joseph Province
Stewart R. Mott 
   Foundation 

The Summit Foundation
Tinker Foundation
Western Union
Lee Zeigler

ADVOCATES’ CIRCLE 
$5,000-9,999
Alma Angotti & Bill Garcia
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Belden Russonello 
   Strategists
Steven Bennett &  
   Erin Loubier
David & Judy Bonior
Joel Campos Alvis
Darryl Chappell
Communications Workers  
   of America
Joe Eldridge &  
   Maria Otero
Evangelical Lutheran  
   Church in America
Patricia Weiss Fagen
Foley Hoag LLP
William & Carol Gehl
Louis & Nancy Goodman
Caty & Gordon Hanson
Edgar James &  
   Katherine Kinsella
Missionary Oblates of  
   Mary Immaculate— 
   Justice, Peace &  
   Integrity of  
   Creation Office
Norwegian Peacebuilding  
   Resource Center 
Janice O’Connell
Paul & Trisha Reichler
Samuel Rubin Foundation
Service Employees  
   International Union
United Methodist Women
George Vickers
Katrin Wachs
Alexander Wilde &  
   Anne Pérotin-Dumon
George Withers

ALLIES’ CIRCLE 
$1,000-4,999
AFL-CIO
Francisco Altschul &  
   Melinda De  
   Lashmutt Altschul
American University   
   Washington College  
   of Law
Michael Barnes &  
   Joan Pollitt
Amb. Shirley E. Barnes
Hal & Paula Baron
James Bass
Virginia Bouvier
Chemonics  
   International, Inc.
Martín Coria
Gary Cozette
Cuba Travel Services
Pat Davis & Wes Callender
Kristina DeMain  
   & Zack Shaeffer
Dominican Sisters of  
     Springfield Illinois
Sarah Dufendach &  
   Alan Kadrofske
Marion Edey
Jan & Cornelia Flora
Rachel Garst
Kathy Gille & Doug Tanner
Robert Kogod Goldman
Grand Junction Design
Scott Greathead
Lee Halprin &  
   Abby Rockefeller
Kevin Healy
Joyce Hill
David Holiday
International Association 
   of Machinists & 
   Aerospace Workers
The International Union 
   of Bricklayers and Allied 
   Craftworkers
Jesuit Commons 
Vic Johnson
Terry Karl
Linda & Jay Land 

Bill LeoGrande &  
   Marty Langelan
Lutheran World Relief
Maggio + Kattar, PC
Dana Martin &  
   Leyda Fajardo
Ethan & Eileen Miller
Cheryl Morden & 
   Reuben Snipper
Andrew & Adriana  
   C. Morehouse
NAFSA: Association of  
   International Educators
Rachel Neild &  
   George McCabe
F. Miguel Noyola
Eric & Joy Olson
Oxfam America
Morris Panner
Tom Quigley
Ramsay Merriam 
   Foundation
Meg Roggensack
Kristin Ruggiero
Lars Schoultz
Louise Shelley
Kathryn Sikkink  
   & Doug Johnson
Sisters of Charity  
   of Leavenworth
Mary Ann Stein
Ann Tickner
Karen A. Tramontano & 
   Blue Star Strategies, LLC
United Mine Workers  
   of America
United States Conference  
   of Catholic Bishops
United Steelworkers
Winky Foundation
Benjamin G. Wisner  
   & Sonia R. Kruks
Peter Zirnite

THANK YOU TO ALL 
OUR DONORS FOR 
THEIR GENEROUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS

RESEARCH & ADVOCACY FUNDED BY PEOPLE LIKE YOU
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WOLA CELEBRATES 40 YEARS
IN 2014, WOLA CELEBRATED ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY WITH  
ITS BIGGEST HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS CEREMONY EVER.  
Over 400 guests, including senior administration officials, members of Congress, the 
diplomatic community, human rights activists, and supporters in the international 
community filled Union Station’s East Hall to honor Rep. George Miller and Dr. Claudia Paz y 
Paz for their tireless pursuit of human rights in the Americas.

WOLA Executive Director, Joy 
Olson, speaks at the 2014 Human 
Rights Award Ceremony.
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“FOR FOUR DECADES, WOLA HAS STOOD BY  
US—COUNTLESS ADVOCATES THROUGHOUT THE  
REGION—AS WE SEEK JUSTICE & HUMAN RIGHTS.” 
DR. CLAUDIA PAZ Y PAZ, Former Attorney General of Guatemala

 

Top Photo: 
WOLA Human Rights Award 
Honoree Representative George 
Miller with Representative  
Rosa DeLauro.

Bottom Photo:
Dr. Claudia Paz y Paz, Guatemala’s 
first female Attorney General and 
Nobel Prize nominee, accepts the 
2014 WOLA Human Rights Award.

Photos by Kendra Joy Photography
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STEVEN BENNETT
Chair of the Board 
Vice President & Chief Operating 
Officer, The Brookings Institution

CYNTHIA MCCLINTOCK 
Vice-Chair of the Board
Professor of Political Science 
& International Affairs, The  
George Washington University

JAY SCHWARTZ 
Treasurer & Secretary of the Board
Vice President of Finance,  
Earthjustice

LÁZARO CÁRDENAS BATEL
Former Governor of  
Michoacán, Mexico

NANCY BELDEN
Partner, Belden Russonello  
Strategists LLC

LEONOR BLUM
Professor Emerita of  
History & Political Science,  
Notre Dame of Maryland University

JOEL CAMPOS ALVIS
Senior Associate, Financial 
Institution Supervision Group, 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York

DARRYL CHAPPELL
Director, Business Management,
Freddie Mac 

MARTÍN CORIA
Regional Coordinator,  
Church World Service

BILL GARCIA
Director of Legal Project 
Management, Thompson Hine

LOUIS GOODMAN
Professor & Dean Emeritus,
School of International Service,
American University

GORDON HANSON
Director, Center on Pacific 
Economies, University of California-
San Diego

NEIL JEFFERY
Chief Executive Officer, Water & 
Sanitation for the Urban Poor 

VIC JOHNSON
Senior Advisor for Public Policy,  
NAFSA: Association of  
International Educators

DIEGO LUNA
Founding Partner/Director/Actor,
Canana Films

ETHAN MILLER 
Vice President of Finance,  
Nathan Cummings Foundation

JANICE O’CONNELL
Executive Vice President,  
Gephardt Government Affairs 

JOY OLSON
Executive Director, WOLA

PAUL REICHLER 
Partner, Foley Hoag LLP

KAREN TRAMONTANO
Chief Executive Officer,  
Blue Star Strategies, LLC

ROBERT VARENIK
Director of Programs,
Open Society Justice Initiative 

KATTI WACHS
HSE/ABE Instructor, 
LaGuardia Community College

ALEX WILDE
Research Scholar in Residence,
Center for Latin American &  
Latino Studies, American University

GEORGE WITHERS
Former U.S. Congressional Staff

2014 BOARD OFFICERS

2014 BOARD MEMBERS

ONE OF WASHINGTONIAN MAGAZINE’S  
“50 GREAT PLACES TO WORK.”
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JOY OLSON
Executive Director

GEOFF THALE
Program Director

KRYSTAL WUBBEN
Finance and Operations Director

KRISTEL MUCIÑO
Communications Director

KRISTINA DEMAIN
Development Director

KAY BAILEY
Grant Writer

ADRIANA BELTRÁN
Senior Associate for Citizen Security

MARC HANSON
Senior Associate for Cuba

ADAM ISACSON
Senior Associate for Regional  
Security Policy

MAUREEN MEYER
Senior Associate for Mexico &  
Migrant Rights

GIMENA SÁNCHEZ-GARZOLI
Senior Associate for the Andes

JOHN WALSH
Senior Associate for Drug Policy  
& the Andes

KELLY MCLAUGHLIN
Donor Engagement Manager

JESSAMINE BARTLEY-
MATTHEWS
Communications Officer

CLAY BOGGS
Program Officer

ANA SORRENTINO
Program Officer
 
ASHLEY DAVIS
Program Assistant

ERIC OLIVER
Assistant to the Executive Director, 
Internship Coordinator

ADAM SCHAFFER
Program Assistant

HANNAH SMITH
Program Assistant

JO-MARIE BURT
Senior Fellow

KATHY GILLE
Senior Fellow

ELIZABETH LEEDS
Senior Fellow

DAVID SMILDE
Senior Fellow

COLETTA YOUNGERS
Senior Fellow

WOLA STAFF

WOLA’s Sally Yudelman Internship Program is 
named after a late Chair of the WOLA Board of 
Directors for her enduring commitment to shape 
the next generation of human rights advocates. 
The program offers one of the most thorough, 
engaging, and formative human rights experiences 
in Washington. In 2014, WOLA welcomed 21 
qualified, passionate, and diverse interns. This year 
also saw the launch of the Sally Yudelman Intern 
Alumni Network to connect the many generations 
of WOLA interns.

THE SALLY YUDELMAN INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Investing in the next generation of human rights advocates

WOLA’s interns pose for a photo with Grammy award-
winning Colombian singer/songwriter Carlos Vives.
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