February 10, 2021

President Joseph Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

As members of a broad range of organizations, including faith, Cuban-American, human rights,
foreign policy, business, environmental, academic, grassroots, and other groups, we are
writing to recommend immediate measures your administration should take to fulfill your
campaign pledge “to reverse the failed Trump policies that inflicted harm on Cubans and their
families.”

We believe strongly that it is in the interest of the United States, and in the interest of the
Cuban people, to move forward with normalization of U.S.-Cuban relations. The almost sixty-
year-old embargo is a relic of the past that should be replaced by a more constructive policy of
engagement that allows us to address both our common interests and our differences. The
process of normalization will benefit the United States, as we expand cooperation on issues of
mutual interest including climate change, addressing the COVID-19 pandemic, security,
people-to-people relationships, and increased travel, trade, and commerce. It will benefit the
Cuban people who are facing difficult economic and humanitarian circumstances and respond
to concerns about their well-being among the Cuban-American community here in the United
States. And it will enable Cuba to engage more readily in its own internal processes of reform
and political debate.

We call in this letter for immediate actions, but these are intended only as the first steps
toward full normalization of relations. We firmly believe that your administration should
advance beyond these initial actions to create a constructive relationship, leading to an end to
the embargo, with our island neighbor.

As an immediate starting point, we urge you to take executive action that returns the
regulations governing trade and travel to Cuba to where they stood on January 20%", 2017.
The Trump administration took a series of steps over the last four years that restricted
remittances sent by Cuban Americans and other U.S. persons to families in Cuba, limited
family travel and restricted people-to-people travel for all U.S. citizens, limited agricultural
exports to Cuba, and weakened the opportunities for trade and investment that benefit the
Cuban people, especially in the growing Cuban private sector. You can and should simply
reverse these measures. Two other ill-considered and damaging actions — the decision to
permit private lawsuits against third country investors in Cuba under Title Ill of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act of 1996 (LIBERTAD Act), and the decision to reinstate
Cuba on the list of “State Sponsors of Terrorism” —were implemented by executive action and
should be reversed as well. We believe that the Trump administration’s executive actions can
be eliminated with one comprehensive executive order.



We also urge you to rebuild the U.S. diplomatic presence in Cuba, fully staffing our
embassy, especially our consular staffing. While we need to be conscious about potential
health concerns and the safety of our diplomats, it is clearly in our interest to fully staff our
embassy. We need to resume all consular services that would permit Cuban citizens to re-
engage through travel with their families in the United States, and with U.S. society more
broadly; and that can expand the cultural, artistic, athletic, religious, environmental,
educational, and scientific exchanges between our societies. It is also in our interest to staff
the political side of our embassy, in order to directly engage with Cuban officials and civil
society about the many issues we need to address together. Fully staffing our embassy will
facilitate bilateral dialogues on issues of mutual interest. In line with this, we urge you to allow
parallel increases in the staffing of the Cuban embassy here in the United States.

We also call on you to re-launch the U.S.-Cuban working groups that were meeting to
discuss a range of issues —-from environmental cooperation in the Florida Straits and other
climate related issues such as renewable energy and climate-resilient agriculture, to law
enforcement dialogue, to cooperation on migration and human trafficking, to the more
contentious issues of property claims and human rights. These working groups brought
concrete progress on several important issues and opened dialogue on others. They build
bridges between technical experts and government officials in both countries and serve areas
where our two countries have mutual interests.

As organizations that believe the long-standing U.S. embargo on Cuba is unjustified and
counter-productive, we hope you will take these initial steps, move further to ease the
restrictions that are within your power, and then urge the Congress to build on these measures
in ways that move quickly towards the full ending of the U.S. embargo.

We are prepared to support you in these initial steps, and to work to educate our members of
Congress and our communities about the need to support engagement with Cuba and bring an
end to the embargo.

Yours,
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