
Friday, June 16, 2023

(Sergio Borbolla/WOLA)

Dear {{FirstName or 'WOLA Supporter'}},
 
This week, we were saddened to hear that José Rubén Zamora, a long-time
journalist and founder of the Guatemalan newspaper El Periódico, was
arbitrarily sentenced to six years in prison. This represents the latest attack
on freedom of expression in Guatemala ahead of the presidential elections
set for June 25.
 
In other news this week, our President Carolina Jiménez Sandoval, along
with WOLA board members and staff are in Tapachula, on the border of
Mexico and Guatemala. They are meeting with partners, government
officials, and international agencies, but also witnessing first-hand the
despair faced by migrants and asylum seekers, as Mexico has stopped
issuing documents that facilitated travel through the country and is
transporting many to different parts of Mexico, under protocols that are not
clear.
 
Ahead of elections at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR), WOLA urged States to elect candidates who will work towards
guaranteeing human rights in the region.
 
And, in case you missed it, late last week we issued a joint statement urging
Congress to reject a bill seeking to label fentanyl as a “chemical weapon”. 
 
Despite the huge challenges, we believe in a future where states across the
Americas guarantee equal rights and opportunities to all LGBTQIA+
communities. We hope you will join WOLA in celebrating Pride this month of
June.
 
All this and more in this week's WOLA Weekly.
 
Best,

Zaida Márquez
Vice President for Communications

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
�% Renowned journalist José Rubén Zamora was arbitrarily sentenced to six years
in prison this week. The newspaper he founded had denounced government
corruption in Guatemala. Read our joint statement.

�) In a recent joint statement, WOLA condemns Mexico's agreement to accept
asylum seekers to the United States from Haiti, Nicaragua, Cuba and Venezuela
under the US law known as Title 8. This statement is in Spanish.

O WOLA signed on to a joint statement with 25 other human rights organizations
to express concerns around the upcoming elections at the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). We urged States to select candidates
that are committed to strengthening the Commission and demonstrate
independence, training, experience and full commitment to human rights. This
statement is in Spanish.

OIn an effort to urge the House of Representatives to vote down bill H.R. 3205
that aims to label fentanyl as a “chemical weapon”, WOLA joins several civil
society organizations in a joint statement.

�In the month of June, WOLA joins the LGBTQIA+ community in celebrating
diversity and pride. Despite immense gaps and challenges, we believe in a future
in which equal rights and opportunities for all people are guaranteed.

https://www.wola.org/2023/06/conviction-jose-ruben-zamora-strong-blow-independent-journalism-guatemala/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/WOLA_org/status/1669116520251764739?cxt=HHwWhsC95beo8qkuAAAA&emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/2023/06/organizaciones-y-referentes-de-derechos-humanos-reafirmamos-valor-politico-y-estrategico-de-cidh/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/06/22-groups-urge-congress-advance-real-solutions-not-extremist-nonsense-to-address-fentanyl-crisis/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/washington-office-on-latin-america_washington-office-on-latin-america-wola-activity-7075156462615814144-Igne/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/06/conviction-jose-ruben-zamora-strong-blow-independent-journalism-guatemala/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/2023/06/mexico-recibir-solicitantes-asilo-cuba-haiti-nicaragua-venezuela-ley-estados-unidos-titulo-8/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/2023/06/organizaciones-y-referentes-de-derechos-humanos-reafirmamos-valor-politico-y-estrategico-de-cidh/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/06/22-groups-urge-congress-advance-real-solutions-not-extremist-nonsense-to-address-fentanyl-crisis/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/washington-office-on-latin-america_washington-office-on-latin-america-wola-activity-7075156462615814144-Igne/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


�) ✈This week WOLA's Board of Directors are in Mexico meeting with partners in
Tapachula and Mexico City to discuss and learn more about migration, human rights and

the ongoing search for the disappeared. 
 

STAND WITH US IN DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Learn More About Upcoming OAS Events

 

[ WOLA is partnering with DC/DOX for the D.C. premiere of Eternal Memory on June
17, 2023. As a friend of WOLA, learn how you can get a discount on your tickets! 

 

WOLA IN THE NEWS

Ana María Méndez Dardón
Director for Central America

"The arbitrary blocking of candidates because
they represent a danger to the [political]
establishment is serious [...] It has also brought
little credibility to the institutions that have to
ensure the integrity of the [electoral] process.”
 
– Aljazeera, Guatemala elections: Campaigning
begins amid public distrust

 

"The rule of law is broken” 
 
– Le Monde, Guatemala newspaper founder
sentenced to six years in jail

 

https://action.wola.org/a/donate?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/events/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/events/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/es/events/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://dcdoxfest.com/films/the-eternal-memory/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/WOLA_org/status/1667260656242892800?cxt=HHwWgIC9tfeupqMuAAAA&emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/ANIMENDEZD?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/10/guatemala-elections-campaigning-begins-amid-public-distrust?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2023/06/15/guatemala-newspaper-founder-sentenced-to-six-years-in-jail_6032008_4.html?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


JOB OPENING
� WOLA is looking for its next Program Assistant for the Central America Program,
which seeks to promote comprehensive reforms to address the root causes of migration
and ensure effective and accountable governments in Central America. Learn more here.

 

APPLY NOW!
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https://www.wola.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/PA-for-Central-America-.pdf?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/get-involved/internships/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.facebook.com/WOLA.org?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/wola_org?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.instagram.com/wola_org/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-office-on-latin-america/?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjftIn88pSchvpvAKfc4pPQ?emci=0673aa8d-8b0b-ee11-907c-00224832eb73&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

