>




Lidieth, 45, is a single mother. She says she sold
cocaine and crack from her home to support her children.

Her son and daughter, ages 24 and 20, are in prison
because they were implicated with their mother. Her
youngest son, who was underage at the time, went to
live with a friend in the neighborhood after their arrest.

Lidieth also has a younger daughter, age five,
who currently lives with her father and his girlfriend.
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~ "l was the one who committed the crime.
| got my children involved, and | wanted

their sentences to be added to mine.
But that could never be.”
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Even from jail, Lidieth is desperately trying to
take care of her children. She uses her limited
phone calls to teach her youngest son to cook.



- "Write it down, | tell him, in a notebook.
. That's how he learned. He didn’t even

t’* - know how to make rice. Nothing. Not
even an egg. Nothing. | taught him

everything this way, over the phone.”
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Lidieth waited an entire year for her trial.
She says that when the police finally came to
arrest her, they did so with full force.



house, ... knockec doors, ... | had
e. She said something I'll never forget:
to kill us.” It was an experience that

> go through again in .




Lidieth's five-year-old daughter lives with her father,
his girlfriend, and her son. She’s very worried about
her, and has asked social workers to intervene on
her daughter’s behalf to ensure her safety.



ner that this boy comes and touches
d him all the t ings that my daughter
bad, and because he didn't pay
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Zhuyem Molina is a Supervisor in the Support
Unit of the Public Defender’s Office in charge
of the Criminal Gender Unit. She has worked as a
public defender in Costa Rica for 15 years, and
although she has not been involved in Lidieth’s case,
she has spent the past five years monitoring
cases of women in conflict with the law.
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