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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

A solution to Venezuela’s crisis must be based on the reality of the country’s political landscape. 
Today, the only viable path out of the crisis is for actors in both the government and opposition 
to reach a political accord that restores democratic governance through some kind of credible 
negotiations process. The United States can and should advance such a solution by taking the 
following actions:

• The Secretary of State, working through the State Department’s Bureau of Conflict 
and Stabilization Operations, should offer political support and resources for European 
Union and regional efforts to create a “contact group” that can facilitate communication 
between stakeholders in Venezuela’s government and opposition—with the aim of 
eventually establishing conditions for credible negotiations.

• The U.S. government should be clear in communicating that the Maduro government 
does not possess a democratic mandate as of January 10, 2019. But it should maintain 
its embassy in Caracas and continue diplomatic relations.

• The U.S. government should support the Boston Group and other formal and informal 
channels to ensure ongoing communication with actors in Venezuela’s government.

• The U.S. Mission to the United Nations should use its voice and vote to elevate the 
political and humanitarian response to Venezuela’s crisis within the priorities of the 
United Nations. 

• The Departments of State and Treasury should work jointly with other countries that 
are imposing sanctions on the Maduro government (the European Union, Canada, 
Switzerland, and Panama) to develop a clear and coherent set of conditions under which 
existing or future sanctions—whether sectoral or against individual actors—can be 
eased or lifted.

• The President should incentivize negotiations between Venezuela’s government and the 
elected National Assembly by issuing an Executive Order that explicitly reaffirms that the 
National Assembly may authorize the purchase of debt, notwithstanding any existing or 
future U.S. sanctions.  

• The U.S. government should plan and carry out a comprehensive and transparent 
communications strategy aimed at the Venezuelan public, international financial 
institutions, and international humanitarian organizations that clarifies the scope of and 
exceptions to the U.S. financial sanctions imposed in August 2017.

• The U.S. government should refrain from threatening military action and thereby further 
deepening fissures in the Venezuelan opposition.

• The U.S. government should refrain from imposing any sanction or action that could 
exacerbate the country’s humanitarian emergency.
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