
Friday, December 1, 2023

(WOLA Photo/Milli Legrain)

Dear {{FirstName or 'WOLA Supporter'}},
 
Ahead of an election year, things are really heating up in Congress
with countless discussions on migration in recent weeks and even
an attempt to impeach U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security,
Alejandro Mayorkas.
 
As WOLA’s Director for Defense Oversight and an expert on
migration, congressional Democrats invited me to testify yesterday
alongside former Trump officials Chad Wolf and Gene Hamilton in
a hearing convened by the Republican-led Foreign Affairs
Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives.
 
The scene looked very much like a rehearsal for 2024 with quick
sound bites and often a blatant mischaracterization of issues.
Undocumented immigrants were portrayed as smuggling fentanyl
in their backpacks when drug policy and border security experts
know that fentanyl primarily crosses the border through official
ports of entry carried by U.S. citizens.
 
The real push behind the hearing is Republicans'  proposed
legislation to bring back Trump’s Remain in Mexico policy that
forced thousands of asylum seekers to wait for their U.S. hearing
for months on the Mexican border, often in tents, where they were
subjected to violence, including kidnappings by cartels.
 
In the meantime, the Senate is preparing to vote as early as next
week on an aid package for Ukraine and Israel in exchange for
curtailing access to asylum.
 
The state of affairs right now is looking pretty dire as politicians use
asylum protections as a bargaining chip. 
 

https://www.wola.org/analysis/testimony-wola-urges-congress-to-protect-asylum-and-update-obsolete-border-policies/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/analysis/us-congress-must-not-gut-right-asylum-time-historic-need/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/11/peoples-lives-are-not-bargaining-chip-wwd-partners-call-out-inhumane-trade-between-package-asylum-system-overhaul/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Please read on about this and other pressing issues in Latin
America, as former President Fujimori of Peru could be arbitrarily
released from prison despite being convicted of crimes against
humanity,  and Javier Milei’s recent electoral victory is likely to
upset human rights in Argentina.
 
Best,

Adam Isacson
Director for Defense Oversight 

 

Expert testimony is a powerful tool that brings real-world experiences and
nuanced perspectives to the forefront of policy discussions. By providing

Congress with firsthand accounts from WOLA's experts, we can bridge the gap
between policy and humanity.

 
But, we need your help to make it happen. Your gift to WOLA can ensure that

our experts are heard by policy-makers and administration officials!

DONATE TODAY!

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
�   WOLA signed on to a joint open-letter to President Gustavo Petro

calling for immediate action to address the grave human rights situation in
the Putumayo region.

♀  From now until December 10, WOLA is participating in a 16-day 
campaign against gender violence. Learn more here.

 

https://www.wola.org/analysis/testimony-wola-urges-congress-to-protect-asylum-and-update-obsolete-border-policies/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/12/peruvian-justice-system-must-comply-with-the-decision-of-the-inter-american-court-of-human-rights-that-orders-peru-to-abstain-from-pardoning-alberto-fujimori/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/12/peruvian-justice-system-must-comply-with-the-decision-of-the-inter-american-court-of-human-rights-that-orders-peru-to-abstain-from-pardoning-alberto-fujimori/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/21/trump-javier-milei-democracy-populism-orban/bcf69e20-88ab-11ee-a36e-fdb7be9bd43d_story.html?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=&{{{EngagementData}}}
https://action.wola.org/a/donate?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://action.wola.org/a/donate?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.wola.org/2023/11/open-letter-to-colombias-president-gustavo-petro-peace-is-at-risk/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=&{{{EngagementData}}}
https://twitter.com/WOLA_org/status/1728428547981627624?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrT4q1ofhWA&emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


�  Watch Adam Isacson, Director for Defense Oversight, testify at The U.S.
Border Crisis and the American Solution to an International Problem, a House

Foreign Affairs Committee hearing, yesterday.

 

WOLA IN THE NEWS -

 

Laura Dib,
WOLA Director for Venezuela
 
– CNN en Español, EE.UU. busca cortar la
inmigración irregular a través de Nicaragua

 

"What Trump did was he broke the rules of how
you talk about things, [...] I think he made it OK
to go after your opponents in a very no-holds-
barred, no respect, exterminate them at any
point way,” which, she said, wasn’t the kind of
rhetoric “you saw to this level in Latin America
before.”
 
 
Gimena Sánchez-Garzoli,
WOLA Director for the Andes 
 
– The Washington Post, Trump has long
praised autocrats and populists. He's now
embracing Argentina's new president

 

“Obviously the democratic deterioration that
Guatemala is experiencing affects the
population but also the interests of the
international community.”  
 
 
Ana Maria Mendez Dardon,
WOLA Director for Central America
 
– Al Jazeera, What’s behind efforts to strip
Guatemala’s president-elect of his immunity?

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/the-u-s-border-crisis-and-the-american-solution-to-an-international-problem/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/the-u-s-border-crisis-and-the-american-solution-to-an-international-problem/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBHU8V3usk8&t=59&emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBHU8V3usk8&emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBHU8V3usk8&emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/21/trump-javier-milei-democracy-populism-orban/bcf69e20-88ab-11ee-a36e-fdb7be9bd43d_story.html?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/21/trump-javier-milei-democracy-populism-orban/bcf69e20-88ab-11ee-a36e-fdb7be9bd43d_story.html?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/11/21/trump-javier-milei-democracy-populism-orban/bcf69e20-88ab-11ee-a36e-fdb7be9bd43d_story.html?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/23/whats-behind-efforts-to-strip-guatemalas-president-elect-of-his-immunity?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/23/whats-behind-efforts-to-strip-guatemalas-president-elect-of-his-immunity?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


�  On November 21,WOLA and Human Rights
Watch published a statement pushing for the

international community to condemn attempts by
the Attorney General, Congress, and Supreme
Court of Justice of Guatemala to overturn the
results of the 2023 presidential elections and

persecute opposition leaders and human rights
defenders. 

READ MORE HERE

 

 

STAND WITH US

 

5  �  Last week, WOLA's Director for the Andes, Gimena Sánchez, joined
election observers from Chile, Uruguay, and Paraguay to ensure free and fair

elections in Argentina. 
 

CULTURE CORNER 

 

♀  As we advocate against gender-based violence, check out

https://www.wola.org/es/2023/11/guatemala-nuevos-ataques-a-la-democracia/?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://action.wola.org/a/donate?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/gimena_wola/status/1726361499923366258?emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLLyzqkH6cs&emci=6e0834ee-048f-ee11-8925-002248223cba&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


"Canción sin miedo" by Vivir Quintana. 

 

Our subscribers and supporters –like you– are the backbone of our work.
WOLA’s subject matter experts know how important quality content and

research are to you.

DONATE TODAY

Please consider making a gift to support the creation of our Weekly
Newsletter, and all areas of our human rights advocacy work, by clicking the

button above.
 

Thank You!

Copyright © 2023 Washington Office on Latin America, All rights reserved. You are receiving
this email because you are signed up to the WOLA mailing list.
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1666 Connecticut Ave NW
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